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To Be Young And Free
BY David Elkin-Ginnetti

Revolution has been spreading 
through the Middle East like ru-
mours. Egypt and Tunisia have 
overthrown their oppressive 
leaders, Hosni Mubarak and Zine 
El Abidine Ben Ali. Yemen, Jor-
dan and Iran have been protest-
ing, to not much avail. The most 
countries most slated for revolu-
tion right now are Bahrain and 
Libya. They both have dictatorial 
regimes that have held power for 
years. People there need help. 
The Bahraini government has 
massacred its people. Libyan 
leader Muammar el-Qaddafi has 
sent army troops to kill their fellow Libyan citizens. In fact, the Libyan army has become so enraged 
that many soldiers have defected. A Libyan pilot flew to Malta and pleaded political asylum, because 
he didn’t want to kill his countrypeople. It’s perfectly reasonable for the inhabitants of these countries 
to be angered at their governments, which have denied people their rights, ran oppressive regimes, 
and assassinated their citizens. With all these crimes, it is a surprise that the people did not revolt 
sooner.
 Yet the United States is not an innocent bystander in these problems. Ever since the 1950’s, 
things have been spiraling downhill in the Mideast. It was during this period that the United States 
overthrew the governments of Egypt and Iran, two of the Mideast’s most powerful countries. Moham-
mad Mossadegh was the last democratically elected leader of Iran, and the US overthrew him, with 
the help of Britain. When we complain today about the rise of Mideast dictators such as Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, the President of Iran, we should keep in mind that our government was not just the 
horrified onlooker; it was a willing participant in rampant imperialism.
 America has been a world conqueror for decades. We have destroyed democratic govern-
ments in the name of “justice.” Even if the US is not directly tied to all the tyrannical governments in 
power today, we must take more action in helping the people gain freedom. The US has not, unfor-
tunately, gone much farther than verbally reprimanding men such as Hosni Mubarak and Muammar 
al-Qaddafi. There are many easy ways to discipline these leaders, such as United Nation sanctions 

or enforcing a no fly zone over their 
countries. Sadly, neither the US nor the 
UN has taken these steps. The Mideast 
need freedom, and they haven’t had it in 
years. As Martin Luther King Jr. said, 
“Freedom is never voluntarily given by 
the oppressor; it must be demanded by 
the oppressed.” Other countries can help 
too, of course. Our government cannot 
assume the role it once had a mindless 
empire. We must work for freedom and 
democracy in the whole world, and the 
Mideast is no exception.
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Opinion

The Proclamation
The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper. It is dedicated to bringing you 
news, features, arts, sports, editorials, and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclama-
tion are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for 
unsigned lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven School 
District. The Proclamation is an open forum publication, and its mission and policy is to encourage 
student expression. Viewpoints, including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are 
welcomed. Students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which is subject 
to approval by the faculty advisor and editors. All articles and le6tters selected for publication are 
subject to being edited for length, clarity, and appropriate language. 
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We sit at home reading Twitter posts from young Egyptians about the protests in Cairo re-
garding their country’s current status. Reading these so-called “Twitter revolts” brings me to 
Cairo. We are blinded by tear gas. We are standing next to young men and women who are 
hurling stones and exchanging bullets with corrupt policemen across Tahrir Square.
 The Proclamation believes that the young Egyptians who protested in the demon-
stration at Tahrir Square in Cairo were the ones to change Egypt’s future by forcing Mubarak 
to step down. We are also are glad to know that everyone can now exercise their rights with-
out the government stopping them. Mubarak attempted to shut down the Internet, but Egypt 
prevailed and was not discouraged, finding ways to communicate with the rest of the world 
via Twitter and Facebook. 
 The Proclamation is an example of how young people can practice their freedom of 
speech and press: Egypt did the same but on a much larger scale now that their thirty-year-
president has left the country. We believe that youth can make a change, overthrow a govern-
ment, and indeed bring change to the world. President Obama and his team did not address 
the issue seriously; they seemed ambivalent in their response until the whole thing was over. 
This shows that we, the United States, are not the heroes of this narrative. The young people 
who fought for their freedom are the ones to bring change to their own country. And for this 
reason, we honor both those who died in the line of fire and the many people who lived to 
see February 11, 2011, the day when Egypt changed forever. 

Egypt: Youth in Revolt

Last issue, our goal was to spread understand-
ing through articles about body image, homo-
sexuality, stereotypes, and bullying. Our lead 
editorial was titled, “Civility is the answer” for 
that reason. Now that statement is being debated 
throughout the U.S. because of the tragic Tucson 
shootings a few weeks ago that may lead back to 
some hurtful comments from Sarah Palin.
 I was lucky enough to go to the “Rally 
to Restore Sanity”, a gathering on the national 
mall hosted by John Stewart and Steven Colbert, 
that drew a crowd of over 200,000. While politi-
cal pundits on both sides criticized the rally for 
not having a point, those like me who are not too 
entrenched in our parties beliefs to listen, under-
stood perfectly. John Stewart argued that the 
media these days does not run on facts and evi-
dence, it runs on fear. A common cold becomes 
a deadly virus and health care reform becomes 
a communist plot. Mountains are made out of 
mole hills. Gabriel Gifford’s doesn’t agree with 
Sarah Palin politically and Palin puts a “bulls 
eye” around her district. 
 I don’t care if Sarah Palin caused this 
mentally insane college drop-out to gun down 
his senator and others in front of a Safeway. She 
probably didn’t. He had his problems before 
Sarah Palin became the media hound that she is. 
But the fact is; she uses gun lingo as metaphors 
for political situation, which is taken violently 
for many unstable people. Then she uses anoth-
er violent and anti-Semitic term “blood libel” 
to paint herself as the victim in all of this. She 
needs to learn about the word civility. Without 
civility we would still be in caves bashing each 
other’s heads in. We need to respect the people 
around us who don’t share our same beliefs. 
They might have something to add to the discus-
sion, and you might even find that despite your 
differences, you really like them. 

Thea’s Thoughts

EDITORS AT LARGE
Sophie Dillon and Shoshana 

Lovett-Graff
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Dear Tomer,
I appreciate your letter in response to my articles in the October issue of the Proclamation about the 
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. I welcome your different opinions about the dispute and can understand 
your concerns. I agree with you that the wall around the West Bank and random vehicle checks at the 
border are vital to Israeli citizens’ safety. I acknowledge that Israel has every legal right to build settle-
ments in the West Bank and to surround it with a wall, but I feel this may not be one of the fairest ways 
to help resolve the conflict. This is a complicated matter as we know from President Obama’s peace 
talks in Washington, D.C. between Benjamin Netanyahu and Mahmoud Abbas. After all, I believe that 
the immediate creation of two states is more of an aspiration. It is more of a long term agreement than 
a reality. Referring to the quote you supplied from the UN, I think that the conflict should be settled 
with the creation of two separate states: the birth of a Palestinian country alongside the extraordinarily 
diverse country of Israel.
Sincerely,
Max Martin

Israeli- Palestinian Debate Continues

Valentine’s Day: February 14, the mother of all 
Greeting Card Holidays (second only to perhaps, 
Mother’s and Father’s Day), a holiday bound to in-
spire countless “roses are red, violets are blue” poems 
and red paper hearts creased down the middle. But 
when Valentine’s Day rolls around for me, it means 
Sweethearts.
 For those of you who do not know Sweet-
hearts by their formal name, or have never been in 
attendance of a fourth-grade Valentine’s Day party, 
Sweethearts are heart-shaped candies with short mes-
sages on them, like, “Be Mine” and “Kiss Me.” Nec-
co produces around eight billion of them a year, all 
sold in the six-weeks surrounding Valentine’s Day.
 Every year I fool myself into believing I enjoy Sweethearts. “They’re a once a year thing,” 
I tell myself, “like Candy-cane ice cream or Pumpkin-flavored tea.” Every year I take from one of 
Necco’s red boxes, and reach for a pink one. But this year, I’m staying strong. I am not forgetting past 
wrongs. I hate Sweethearts.
 They taste like chalk. They are rarely opened before they have turned stale. They’re difficult 
to chew. Their array of different, “flavors” are all slight variations of food coloring and high fructose 
corn syrup that leaves one with a slightly sick feeling after downing a box. And as for the messages? 
 The first ever message to be printed on a candy heart was, “Please send a lock of your hair by 
return mail.” Before you call the cops, it was the 1860’s then, and Sweetheart messages were mainly 
marriage-themed (“Married in pink, He will take a drink”). Over the years Necco has downsized their 
Sweethearts to the standard ½ inch they are now, along the way downsizing the messages. Every year 
Necco rolls out new messages, in accordance with a new theme. 2003 was nerd themed, 2004 magic 
themed, 2005 sports, etc. But while in Necco offices a slew of themed messages may seem cohesive, 
when a single heart is taken out of context it can leave your Valentine feeling a bit confused. I mean, 
“GET MY DRIFT”, “URA TIGER”, “LET’S READ”, “I’M ME”, “TOP CHEF”, “AND”, and “GO 
HOME” are not the first things I tend to think of when pondering my loved ones. Necco has discon-
tinued a few outdated messages, such as, “Dig me” and “You Are Gay” to replace them with more 
modern slogans like last year’s crop of, “Text Me” and “Tweet Me.” I’m sorry, but this is Valentine’s 
Day, celebrated primarily by second graders eating paste along with their special heart-shaped cup-
cakes. Can we please leave Twitter out of this?
 I know I am not alone in my plight. I’ve seen fellow sickly faces after accidentally finishing 
a box. I have confessed my hatred to friends, who have similarly responded with, “Yeah, those things 
suck.” After talking to others about who doesn’t like candy hearts, I now wonder, who does?
 So to the millions of my admirers out there; come Valentine’s Day, I prefer chocolate. 

Not So Sweet On Sweethearts
BY Sophie Dillon

Friends, texting, video games, television shows, 
shopping, sports, Facebook--the possibilities are 
endless: what you want to do, who to do it with, 
and when. But the things that need to get done 
always seem to fall by the wayside for teenagers. 
A prime example is this article, which I needed 
to write quite some time ago. But for some rea-
son the things that should be priorities for teen-
agers either get done the night before or day of a 
deadline, if at all. The cause of this syndrome is 
a lack of immediate satisfaction. When playing 
Call of Duty, you shoot, you kill, you win, and 
you’re happy. The final essay that is due in two 
days is not going to flash bright colors, play a 
section from an old rock song, or award you any 
bragging rights once you’ve spent four hours 
writing it. Maybe if your English teacher came 
to school dressed as Master Chief, and your bi-
ology teacher was Princess Peach, remembering 
the homework assignment might not be so dif-
ficult after all. We are a generation that has never 
had to watch the clock to avoid missing our fa-
vorite radio show, or smack the side of the tele-
vision to restore the picture. Now we can tell our 
cable boxes what to record from our cell phones, 
right after we text our best friend to see “where 
they at” and update our Facebook status.
 Making something out of nothing does 
not hold the same value for people born after 
1985. For older generations, this would mean 
building a lemonade stand out of the ol’ scrap 
wood behind the garage to make 35 cents for a 
new Captain America action figure. Now, the 
biggest obstacle is lifting ourselves all the way 
off the couch, and that painstaking trip up the 
steps to our parents room to ask for 140 dollars 
to buy the newest Nikes. Too bad we can’t just 
buy an A on that lab report…
 I suppose the ability to balance an ex-
tremely unstable social status, hours of electron-
ic satisfaction and then school work is an art for 
this generation. Maybe we’ll finally put the pen 
to the paper and do exactly what is asked of us. 
Maybe a little more, when we realize that school 
is very much like Pac-Man; the A’s and B’s levi-
tating multi-colored ghosts for us to consume, 
after taking little white pills called motivation.

Putting the Pen to 
the Paper
BY Caleb Levy
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Neda Agha-Soltan was stuck in traffic with 3 friends and her music teacher. Her air conditioner wasn’t working and she stepped out to get some fresh air, 
distanced from the protest, then she got shot in the chest and collapsed . People were close by and rushed towards her. Blood gushed from her face and her 
teacher rushed towards her and people started screaming. 
 Neda was born on January 23, 1983, the middle child of a brother and a sister. Her family was middle class. Her father was a civil servant and 
her mother was a homemaker.  Neda had an ear for music, and wanted to become an underground Persian pop singer and musician. A piano was being 
delivered to her home at the time of her death. She graduated from college and worked at her family’s travel agency. 
 Neda wasn’t very political but she decided to protest the outcome of the 2009 Iranian Presidential election. Her vote was not counted and she 
wanted to do something about it. She wanted a peaceful protest unlike many people at the time, but she got the worst of it. She died in less then 2 minutes 
and her last words were “I’m burning, I’m burning!” She died at the age of 26 on June 20, 2009. A Pro-government Basji militia member shot Neda in the 
chest.
 Someone with a cell phone filmed her death, and the horrifying video has been watched all over the world. Some say it was the most widely wit-
nessed death in human history. She wanted to protest against the government. She was a very smart and beautiful woman. Neda in Persian means “voice or 
divine calling” People called her the voice of Iran. You would think that people would back down at the sight of a tragic death, but that just gave everyone 
hope. 
 Seventy people attended Nada’s funeral, along with her Parents, who had to leave their apartment shortly after her death. After 10 minutes of 
mourning, authorities reported to the scene and cleared everyone out “They were threatened that if people wanted to gather there the family would be 
charged and punished.” On December 31, 2009, Iranian government supporters visited Neda’s grave and shot at her portrait, defacing it multiple times. 
 Neda would have been happy to know that she made a difference. She had a good heart and she had her whole life ahead of her. She had a fiance 
and a dream of becoming a singer. Her death opened a lot of eyes and people honored her for coming to the protest and dying before even getting the 
chance to do so. It shows that everyone can make a difference. It doesn’t matter if you’re political or not; we all have a voice we should be able to speak 
out and do something for our country. Neda’s fiance told BBC that “Neda had said that even if she lost her life and got a bullet in her heart, she would carry 
on.” Her memory has carried on, in Egypt and beyond. 

Neda, the Martyr
BY Stephanie Arroyo

For now, it looks like the pro-democracy protesters have won in Egypt. Mubarak is gone. And 
in 1989, the Berlin Wall came down, and shortly after, Communism with it. Other movements 
have not succeeded in recent years. Iran defeated a popular pro-democracy movement with 
brutal efficiency in 2009, the most well known representative of which was the martyred Neda 
Agha-Soltan. Shot by an Iranian government militia member in plain view of a crowd, Neda 
died , eyes fixed, blood gushing from her mouth and nose. Millions of people all over the world 
have seen the horrifying video. 
 On June 8th, 1989, in China, one man stood up to a powerful regime in the name of equal 
rights and reform. He is the universal symbol for human rights. He was, some say, a 19 year-old 
student named Wang  Weilin, who may be living in Taiwan today. The world still calls him The 
Tank Man. 
 After several days of protests in Beijing’s Tian-An-Men Square, the ruling Chinese com-
munist party ordered the military to enter the city and clear the square. Even though troops 
were supposedly ordered to use non-lethal force, when confronted by protester’s they opened 
fire with live ammunition. As the city erupted in chaos, the army did in fact clear the square. 

Tian-An-Men massacre was a big demonstration with bloodshed. China was and still is a Communist country. Chinese people were demonstrating for a 
pro-democracy movement at Tian-An-Men square. But the government killed over 300 people died and thousands of people got injured.
 Just when it seemed normalcy was going to return to China, a column of tanks ran into an unexpected surprise. While the line of tanks rumbled on 
a main street a young man exited the crowd of bystanders and stepped in front of the lead tanks. All noise stopped. The only sound heard was the rumble 
of the tank’s engine. 
 The one man, who is holding a shopping bag, blocked the tank column at Tian-An-Men Chang-An avenue. The tank tries to move away from him 
but he moves again and won’t let the tank go by. No one’s sure about why he blocked the tank, but they assume that the tank man expressed his feeling to 
the Chinese government, and he was trying to stop the government.
 The young man was wearing a white shirt and carrying two full grocery bags. It was as if he was plucked from his errands and placed right in front 
of the frightening machine. He appeared puny in comparison to the large tank, but his posture was like a statue. The lead tank tried to drive around him, 
but the man quickly jumped in front of the tank again. Then with a wave of his bag he ordered the tanks to leave his city. The tank again tried to bypass this 
determined man and he yet again refused to let them pass. Many looked on in horror as he did this, “dance of death” a few more times, almost certain he 
would get crushed. Then the tank turned off it engine. All was silent. Then the man climbed up to the hatch of the tank and shouted, “Leave this city, you 
are not welcome.” After he and the driver exchanged words, the man hopped down and the tank turned it’s engine back on. Once more it tried to advance 
and still the man stood his ground. Eventually the man was led back into the crowd by an unknown person on a bicycle. 
 We hold our breath, praying that Neda’s blood was not spilled in vain, and that the Tank Man’s spirit will win. 

You Say You Want a Revolution
BY Stephanie Arroyo, Stephen Hannon, and Joohye Jung
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Connecticut Has A Dream!
BY James Doss-Gollin

This month, legislators in Hartford will be consider-
ing a bill that will allow all residents of Connecticut to 
pay in-state tuition at public universities. While most 
people probably take this for granted, undocumented 
immigrants are currently not eligible for in-state tu-
ition. The fact that they are also ineligible for govern-
ment financial aid means that college is out of reach for 
many of our classmates, no matter how smart, talented, 
and hardworking they may be.
     Some Americans are, justifiably, worried about the 
negative consequences of this bill. They argue that it 
would cost the state money at a time when we have 
limited funds, or take away spots at these universities 
from other students. However, these fears are largely 
unfounded. In the long term, people with college de-
grees earn more money than people without college de-
grees. If these students graduate from college, there is 
a good chance that they will choose to remain in Con-
necticut. Over the course of their life, their increased 
earnings will mean that Connecticut gains more rev-
enue from taxing them. Contrary to what some people 

say, this isn’t a handout; it’s an investment with great returns.
     Consequentially, this is the very reason that citizens and legal immigrants are given a special 
price on tuition at state universities. It costs the state more than the $8,000 a year to pay to go to a 
state college, so the government is effectively subsidizing college education. But it’s not a waste of 
money: Connecticut’s government doesn’t do this as a favor to students; it does this because an edu-
cated population is essential to long-term economic and social strength. We need doctors, engineers, 
lawyers, computer programmers, history teachers, and other educated people. Those who have a col-
lege education tend to live longer, contribute more to the community, and earn more than people who 
don’t go to college. I say this not as an insult to those who don’t have a college education, but rather 
to point out why we have a public college system in the first place: having an educated population 
makes everyone in the state better off, not just those who graduate.
     Given how much Connecticut needs college-educated citizens, the current laws that make college 
inaccessible for undocumented immigrants are ridiculous. It doesn’t make any sense to have someone 
who could be a scientist or professor working at McDonalds. Allowing these people to pay in-state 
tuition would allow them to live up to their full potential. At a recent rally supporting this bill, several 
students shared their stories: One student came from Brazil as a child, and wants to run a nonprofit or-
ganization advocating human rights, but found state college unaffordable at $24,000. Another student 
came from Peru at age eleven, and won a scholarship to study at Quinnipiac. They both spoke about 
the difficulties they faced and that hundreds of their peers currently face. As a Cross student, you cer-
tainly know people struggling with this issue, even if they haven’t told you they are undocumented. 
Some of the smartest, most talented people in our classes will be unable to go to college if they have 
to pay three times what everyone else pays for their education. While there are very few kids in this 
school who will have an easy time paying for college, imagine how much harder it would be if you 
had to pay a huge tuition without any governmental financial aid.
     Ultimately, there are issues surrounding undocumented immigrants that can only be resolved with 
national immigration reform. However this bill would patch a hole in the system, strengthening our 
state’s economy and education system. Our current system is wasting the talent of countless students. 
This bill will invest in them so that their skills do not go to waste. Please help get this bill passed; 
not just for our friends and neighbors, but for the good of every person in Connecticut. Write to your 
local legislators, and attend rallies in support of this bill. This is a crucially important issue for our 
state, and we can’t afford not to turn the potential of these young men and women into a stronger and 
more productive society.
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News
Israel Worries About Future as Muslim 
Governments Collapse
BY Lital Avni-Singer

    “Dilemmas in U.S. policy in the Middle East: Stability vs. Democracy?” and “Turmoil in the 
Middle East: Economic Implications for Israel.” from Haaretz, an Israeli daily newspaper

These were the 
two main topics of 
discussion by the 
keynote speakers at 
the Annual Israeli 
security conference 
held on February 
6, 2011 in Her-
ziliya. In light of 
the recent resigna-
tion and departure 
of Egypt’s former 
president Mubarak 
of Egypt, Israel’s 
peace treaty with 
Egypt has become 
its most prominent 
concern. The Camp 
David Accord was 
a peace treaty signed between Israel and Egypt in 1979. This was hugely significant for Israel; it was 
their first peace treaty with an Arab country, and Egypt was the first Arab country to recognize Israel 
as an independent state. There are Israelis that say that despite Mubarak’s installment of a complete 
military dictatorship in Egypt, it is more significant that he has maintained the terms of the peace 
treaty with Israel. This had guaranteed a sense of security along their southern border allowing Israel 
to put their money and effort elsewhere. Moreover, Mubarak actually worked with Israeli security 
forces to help keep Hamas at bay. Hamas is a fundamentalist, militant Islamic organization which 
won an election in Gaza. Hamas openly rejects peace with Israel and continues to fire rockets into 
southern Israel in civilian targets. Although these are ongoing, they have been successfully repressed 
with the help of Mubarak. As a result, there are Israelis that say that stability in Egypt is better for 
Israel even if it means compromising democracy.  
 On the other hand, there are Israelis that continue to believe strongly in the value of de-
mocracy. Mohamed ElBaradei, the former UN International Atomic Energy Commission Inspector 
and one of the leaders of the current opposition movement in Egypt, reassures that a new Egyptian 
democratic government would maintain the peace treaty with Israel indefinitely. Some Israelis are not 
worried and they believe that democracy is always a good thing, that democracy in Egypt will in turn 
benefit everyone. 
 Roy Arad, op-ed writer for daily Israeli newspaper Haaretz, is a strong supporter of peace 
and democracy in Egypt. He says “It is not clear to me why we should feel threatened, or where 
people get the arrogance to think that democracy is a plaything of the West alone.”
 As with most issues, the Israeli public in not monolithic in terms of their opinion towards the 
future of the Egyptian government, and how it will affect Israel. 

Whether you pore over your horoscope in your 
favorite newspaper or website every day or 
check just that once to see if you and your crush 
have compatible signs, most people know what 
their zodiac sign is. However, according to as-
tronomer Parke Kunkle, because Earth is in a 
different spot in relation to the sun than it was 
3,000 years ago, many of the zodiac signs have 
changed. That is, the constellations no longer 
coincide with their original astrological signs, 
and the signs have fallen under different dates 
than the ones originally determined thousands 
of years ago. So a Virgo may now be a Leo, or 
an Aquarius a Capricorn, depending on the new 
birth date-to-zodiac sign arrangement. 
 Technically, this transition is no sur-
prise to astrologists and astronomers, who knew 
about the coming change in approximately 500 
B.C., but only recently has the issue come to 
public attention. This is because Kunkle made 
it an issue with his publication on the change 
in the signs.  For example, Kunkle notes, the 
Earth’s tilt on its axis has formed a one-month 
bump in the arrangement of the stars, creating 
a new zodiac sign, Ophiuchus, a constellation 
called “the serpent holder,” which now covers 
those born between November 30th and Decem-
ber 17th. Ophiuchus is the only sign in the Zo-
diac to be linked to a real person--Imhotep, an 
Egyptian scholar and medicine man who living 
around the 27th century B.C. 
 On the other hand, don’t try a personal-
ity switch to match your new sign just yet. The 
adjustment doesn’t affect the zodiac used for 
regular, every day horoscopes. Instead, it im-
pacts sidereal zodiac, an Eastern zodiac arrange-
ment based on constellations and not the more 
Western, tropical zodiac, which is based on the 
seasons and determines horoscopes. 
 So if you’re looking for a new you, 
embrace your new sign, but don’t be too hasty.  
Who knows, in another 3,000 years, there might 
be a new zodiac altogether!

Capricorn: Jan. 20 - Feb. 16
Aquarius: Feb. 16 - March 11
Pisces: March 11- April 18
Aries: April 18 - May 13
Taurus: May 13 - June 21
Gemini: June 21 - July 20
Cancer: July 20 - Aug. 10
Leo: Aug. 10 - Sept. 16
Virgo: Sept. 16 - Oct. 30
Libra: Oct. 30 - Nov. 23
Scorpio: Nov. 23 - Nov. 29
Ophiuchus: Nov. 29 - Dec. 17
Sagittarius: Dec. 17 - Jan. 20

What’s Your Sign?
BY Shoshana Lovett-Graff
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The Apocalypse: Fact or Fad?
BY Amanda Wheeler

Chances are, if you’re reading this article, you’ve heard rumors about the threat of the apocalypse. Because this belief seems to have gathered a cult fol-
lowing, we wonder, how much truth is there to this theory?  
        The word apocalypse originates from the Greek apo ‘un’ kaluptein ‘to cover’.  The term literally refers to a veil being lifted. From a religious stand-
point, it suggests a veil being lifted to reveal to mankind some sort of truth which has been hidden from us. We can infer from its definition that this is a 
rude awakening to our population. In fact, the term is mainly used to refer to the end of the world as we know it, and the extinction of every living thing.
        The buzz about this supposed impending event is growing by the day, along with the number of unexplained occurrences around the world.  It is 
clear there is justification for worry, whether these strange environmental incidents are signs of the extinction of a species, or merely symptoms of severe 
climate change.  
        On New Year’s Eve, thousands of dead red-winged blackbirds fell from the sky in Beebe, Arkansas. Not much later, thousands of dead fish washed 
up along the Arkansas River. Along with the deaths of thousands of birds in Sweden and Italy, these were only two of the many mass deaths of wildlife 
that have occurred recently.  Though there are several potential explanations for the dead birds--including hail, lightning, fireworks, and disease--hype is 
growing as we jump to conclusions. It is human instinct to try and explain that which we know nothing about, and this may be an example of that instinct 
taking over and clouding our judgement.  Looking back in history, there are countless examples of our species creating myths and telling tales in order to 
take comfort in knowing we are aware of what is going on around us.
      Additionally, there is a theory incorporating ancient knowledge and prophecy.  The Mayan civilization created a calendar, from which we have based 
many predictions of natural disasters. Curiously, many of these events have happened, giving us faith in this age-old timeline.  It is therefore very interest-
ing that the Mayan calendar ends on December 21, 2012. There is a common misconception that this also suggests the end of the world, when in fact, it 
means something entirely different.  This abrupt end in the Mayan (and many Native Americans’) calendar is actually meant to portray a shift in the way 
our world functions. This refers to a possible change in environment or a “shift in consciousness”. We are led to believe that these ancient people did not 
predict a complete end, but rather an altered world.
       We are left wondering, are these incidents legitimate evidence that the end of the world is approaching, or is this belief as much of a fad as skinny 
jeans?

BY Taylor Edwards
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World Report
BY Jian Gao

The “Scary Tiger Mother” 
Amy Chua, a Chinese-American Law professor 
from Yale recently wrote a controversial book 
that shared her views on raising children. She 
thinks that western parents are too loose when 
disciplining their children. She instead used the 
traditional Chinese way to educate her three 
daughters. She made ten strict rules at home: 
the children are: 
• never allowed to attend a sleepover
• never allowed to have a play date
• never allowed to be in a school play
• never allowed to complain about not being in 
a school play/ sleepover/ play date
• never allowed to watch TV or play computer 
games
• never allowed to choose their own extracur-
ricular activities
• never allowed to get any grade less than an A
• must be the No. 1 student in every subject 
except gym and drama
• never allowed to play any instrument other 
than the piano or violin
• not allowed to quit playing the piano or 
violin.
Many people debated her philosophy because 
they think it’s too tough. 

Chechnya terrorist attack
On January 24th, a suicide bomber killed at 
least 35 people at Russia’s busiest airport. The 
terrorists in Chechnya want to make it an inde-
pendent nation. The attack is expected to have 
a negative effect on the 2014 Winter Olympics. 
Moscow suffered its worst attack in six years in 
March 2010 when two female suicide bombers 
from Dagestan set off explosives in the metro, 
killing 40 people. The president of Russia said 
that he will take actions on these attacks to 
secure the safety of his nation.

“I’m not going to retire!”
The queen of England, Elizabeth II, will 
celebrate her 85th birthday in April. She still 
doesn’t want to retire. She just went to Austra-
lia to secure diplomatic ties with the govern-
ment there. Although she faces a lot of prob-
lems in coming years as the symbolic head of 
the United Kingdom, she still has the passion 
to continue her reign. She’s definitely not going 
to retire!

Egypt Erupts in Protests, February 8, 2011
 
On January 25, 2011, Egypt, the most populous Arab country erupted in mass protests around Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square. The demonstration is a message to Hosni Mubarak who has been in power for thirty 
years after the assassination of former-president, Anwar El Sadat. President Mubarak ordered armed 
pro-government protesters to retaliate against the opposing crowd.  February 5, 2011 marked the 
date on which Mubarak would step down as president, but it was later clarified that he would not end 
his term until September. Although Mubarak will resign in seven months, many protesters are still 
concerned with Egypt’s current status and will continue to protest for their freedom. In response to 
the protests, the Egyptian government has unplugged its connection to the Internet in order to cut off 
communication with the rest of the world. More than fifty percent of Egypt’s population is under the 
age of 25 years old. This means the majority of people have grown up with social network sites such 
as Facebook, Youtube, and other ways to connect to the rest of the world. Now that the government 
has blocked citizens from using the Internet, Egyptians have been unable to connect to access vital 
websites such as their emails. Social networking sites like MySpace and Facebook have allowed 
Egyptian citizens to practice their freedom of speech and express their opinions. Since Egypt has cut 
off its connection with the Internet, they are now unable to practice these rights. Although nobody  
knows what will happen next in Egypt, the world has continued to track the event by the hour and 
hope for the best. As an ally of Egypt, President Obama supports Mubarak’s decisions but hopes the 
country can make a transition to democracy.

Egypt Conflict Update, February 9, 2011

Thousands of protesters pack themselves into Tahrir Square in Cairo to express their fury. It’s hard 
to ignore, considering they have been demanding the impeachment of President Hosni Mubarak for 
over two weeks straight. This is not the only location; demonstrations have occurred at the Pyramids 
of Giza, the Parliament, and behind the national museum. People throw rocks and hurl insults, and 
the soldiers shoot back at them. Despite a sharp increase in the death toll, what once was a count of 
10 dead has risen to an alarming rate of 300. The number of radicals working to make a point and 
publicly support the effort has also strengthened.  Of course, this is expected, as the recent release of 
Google executive Wael Ghonim, an adamant supporter and organizer of the movement, from secret 
detainment has lifted many spirits and re-lit the fire that began so long ago. As Mr. Ghonim said in 
an interview with CNN recently, “This is no longer the time to negotiate, unfortunately. We went on 
the street on the 25th, and we wanted to negotiate, we wanted to talk to our government. We were, 
you know, knocking on the door. They decided to negotiate with us at night, with rubber bullets, with 
police sticks, with water hoses, with teargas, tanks and with arresting about 500 people.... Thanks, 
you know, we got the message.” This man has become an icon and a leader for all those who believe 
it is time for the people to have a voice in governmental affairs. Finally, another important factor in 
this uprising is the use of social networking sites to coordinate and gain support.  Wael called this the 
“youth revolution” as many people became supporters through Facebook groups and messaging.  The 
whole world has been tracking events and stats day-by-day, holding its breath. Where this will lead, 
nobody is certain. 

Mubarak Steps Down, February 11, 2011

On February 11, Mubarak stepped down from his presidential term. Despite the speech from the 
Egyptian president the night before that stated that he would stay in power until September, Mubarak 
has now fled the country and has left his power with the military. Obama addressed the Egyptian 
president’s choice in a speech on the same day saying that it was patriotic of the military to take 
power: “I am confident the Egyptian people will peacefully find the answer.”

The Egyptian Revolution: Day by Day
BY Max Martin and Natalie May
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Features

Love Is In The Air
We’re a bit late for Valentines day, but it’s never too late for love. We asked students their 
views on love, and to include their favorite love songs. 

Beatriz Molina
    Love is not just caring about how the other person looks, it is being there for your lover in both the 
bad and good times. Most people think they are in love just because the person is cute. What they do 
not know is that you fall in love because of how you feel, not what you see. “When I see your face, 
there is not a thing that I would change. ‘Cause you’re amazing, just the way you are”. These are lyr-
ics of a song that many love by Bruno Mars, called “Just the Way You Are.” It does not matter to him 
whether she is beautiful or not, he will always say she looks pretty. If she were to change her looks, it 
would make no difference. She will always be the same to him; beautiful. This is how people should 
care for each other. Many people criticize their boyfriend or girlfriend for how they look. This can 
cause them to break up or get divorced, because this kind of criticism does not create trust. People 
who don’t care about looks in their relationship will not have as many problems, because they love 
and accept their significant other just the way they are. No matter how in love the couple is, love is 
not enough in a relationship. 
Favorite Love Songs:
Bruno Mars, “Just the Way You Are”
Javier Perez, “El Amor”

Joohye Jung
 Everyone has their own love story, and everyone likes to tell it in a different way. Many 
write love songs about their feelings on experiences with love. Everyone seems to have an opinion on 
the subject.
 But the song I want to talk about is pretty different: “Lollipop” by Mika. What is love? Ac-
cording to this song, love is a lollipop.“Sucking too hard on your lollipop, oh love’s gonna get you 
down”. Lollipops are sweet and make people happy, but too much sugar will make people sick. Love 
is sweet and happy, so everybody wants to experience it. However, if you don’t know how to control 
or hold on to the love, it will get you down. Sometimes I feel down because of love, and can’t stop 
thinking about it. There are a lot of things to worry about when it comes to love, and in the end you 
might get your lover down because of it. So remember, love is a lollipop. People need to know how 
much they can handle. If you know how much you need, love is sweet and will make you happy, just 
like a good lollipop.
Favorite Love Songs:
Way back in to love – Hugh Grant, Hayley Bernett
This Love – Maroon 5
My love – Westlife
Falling Slowly – Glen Handsard, Marketa Irglova
Lollipop - Mika

Thea Doyon
 I am a hopeless romantic, so to me, love is all the stuff that we always say it is. It’s the 
devotion, the passion, the intimacy, but it is also something that has lasted throughout the decades, 
throughout the centuries even, because it feels right. These songs deal with that old kind of love, 
without texts, email, or twitter, only snail mail, distance, and social challenges; all of that good stuff. 
So when you make the current day equivalent of a mixed tape (mixed Pandora station?) to woo your 
sweetheart, make sure to mix in the oldies, for that kind of love that lasts longer than time.
A retro spin on the love song lists:
“Brown Eyed Girl” by Van Morrison
“Uptown” by Roy Orbison
“Please, Mr. Postman” by The Marvelettes
“Up on Cripple Creek” by The Band
“Our House” by Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young

Whetnay Moore
 To me, love is everything. It doesn’t 
just make me happy.  It is my whole life. I can 
recall more good times than bad times when 
it comes to love. That is why my favorite love 
song is “Fallen” by Mya. It parallels my life. 
It describes some of my relationships in great 
length. Love is an emotion. It is a feeling. Love 
is too strong to describe but this song scratches 
the surface. 
 Mya talks about how her man is nec-
essary--not an accessory. Her love is not false 
in any way, shape or form. Love is more than 
intimacy and passion. It is about a true level of 
respect for someone that you care for. There 
is never a dull moment, you look forward to 
the time you spend with him or her. Love can 
also be confusing, hurtful, and sometimes even 
blind. Love can cloud your brain into thinking 
whatever it wants you to think. Loving some-
one does not involve infidelity or trust issues. 
Love is the greatest thing in the world and when 
you have found that special one you should hold 
them tight forever even if it means swallowing 
your pride.
My picks for love songs:
“Fallen” - Mya”
“Happy” - Ashanti
“Upstairs” - Trey Songz
“Say Aah” - Trey Songz
“Right Here” - Trey Songz
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What’s Up At 
Cross
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Best Buddies!
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Max Martin
 Love is the feeling of personal attach-
ment. In philosophy it represents human com-
passion. In terms of religion, love is the base for 
the divine law. I believe love is simply a word: 
a phrase that people too often replace with deep 
affection. Love is a word that looks, “cute” in red 
or pink on a picture frame or engraved in a piece 
of jewelry. The Roman poet, Virgil, once wrote, 
“omnia vincit amor.” The saying translates into 
“Love Conquers All.” This phrase seems like the 
best motto containing the word love, because it 
means that when you are with the person you 
love you can accomplish anything. It suggests 
that nothing can stand in love’s way, of course. 
Virgil’s expression really represents that love is 
the only thing that can kill you. Rome’s greatest 
poet was really saying that love is like a slow 
death for a mighty soldier. A more modern take 
on what Virgil had to say is, “love sucks.” 
    My favorite love song is Postcards From Italy 
by Beirut. The song’s lyrics are about a man’s 
memories of his lover and his hopes that one 
day they will be together and get married. The 
man reminisces about the times he shared with 
a girl, “when the wind would blow with rain 
and snow.” At the end of the song he daydreams 
about, “when she will marry me outside with the 
willow trees.” Although the title is not included 
as a phrase in the song, I consider “Postcards 
From Italy” as a part of the plot. The name con-
vinced me that the man is writing to the woman 
of his dreams regarding their times together and 
revealing his hopes to spend every minute with 
her. 
Favorite Love Songs:
Postcards From Italy – Beirut
I’ve Got Your Number – Passion Pit
Beach in Hawaii – Ziggy Marley
Love Always Remains – MGMT
 No Woman, No Cry – Bob Marley

El Origen de San Valentin 
BY Jesus Abraham Morales Sanchez

El dia de los enamorados o Dia de San Valentin, es por muchos un gran dia festivo en el cual unos a 
otros se dan muestras de cariño, o afecto, pero ¿Cuántos conocen el origen de este dia tan importante?
 Existen varias leyendas acerca del origen del dia de San Valentin, entre ellas esta una, que en 
lugar de relacionarla con corazones, amor y cupido, esta mucho mas relacionada con muerte, persecu-
sion y masacre.
 Durante el siglo III en Roma, el cristianismo era perseguido por las fuerzas militares roma-
nas, mismas que durante esa epoca se les fue negado el derecho al matrimonio, puesto que suponian 
que el hecho de que un soldado estuviera casado, significaba que sus habilidades se veian disminuidas 
por la existencia de una relacion sentimental.
 Bajo estas circunstancias aparecio un sacerdote cristiano llamado Valentin, que a escondidas 
de los ojos romanos unia en matrimonio a los soldados mediante un ritual religioso. Conmovido por 
sus actos, el emperador Claudio II le llamó para conocerle, mas sin embargo Vanlentin aprovecho este 
encuentro con el emperador para intentar convencerlo de aceptar la religion cristiana, misma que su 
ejercito y el gobernador perseguian. Por esta razon fue encarcelado y condenado. 
 Según la leyenda, durante su estancia en prision uno de sus carceleros le pidio que le ensenara 
a su hija sobre la religion cristiana. Al final Valentin termino enamorandose de la hija del carcelero y 
justo una noche antes de morir este e mando una carta cuyo final fue “De Tu Valentin”, de ahí surgió 
dicha frase, popularmente utilizada en cartas de amor.
 Ahora sus restos se encuentran en Terni, Italia, en una basilica que lleva su mismo nombre.  
Ahora que se han enterado del origen de este dia, piensen muy bien quien sera su siguiente Valentin y 
a disfrutar de las emociones que nos da la vida, junto con la oportunidad de reflexionar acerca de las 
libertades que disfrutamos hoy en dia.

So Much Snow, So Little 
Time
BY Max Martin

What do you call it when you are given an extra twenty-four 
hours to complete everything that needs to be done? Accord-
ing to Wikipedia, a snow day is a “weather-related cancella-
tion or delay when an institution, operation, or event is closed, 
canceled, or delayed as a result of inclement weather condi-
tions.” According to another source on Urban Dictionary, a 
snow day is “a gift from God.” 
 On a snow day, the possibilities are endless. “A snow 
day is when everything you have to do is put on hold. You can 
wake up when you want to...it’s like a full vacation packed 
into one day.” says Mr. Brochin to his Journalism students, 
“even Atheist teachers pray for snow days.” As a kid, I thought 
a snow day was nirvana. I put aside the fact that my father 
had to shovel the foot of snow that covered the driveway and 
played outside in the snow until my fingers went numb. The 
idea that I could not have to worry about a spelling test made the occasion feel so special. 
 For most hard-working high school students, time is very valuable, making snow days a 
large opportunity to catch up or get ahead on any homework. A snow day is the only time when you 
can get away with waking up at ten, watching a movie, and complete all of your schoolwork. Snow 
days make a three-page English paper, a book report in Spanish on Federico Garcia Lorca’s La Casa 
de Bernarda Alba, and a history project not seem so stressful. For teachers, snow days are the perfect 
chance to grade without being rushed and to take a break from, “hitting the books.” They are the only 
time we don’t mind being stuck in our house for the whole day with nothing to do. 
 Although we never knew how to utilize all the free time to our advantage, snow days were 
the greatest reward as a child. Now, as a high school student, I feel like a snow day doesn’t count as 
much as it did only seven years ago. In those days, I was a six-year-old having snowball fights with 
my siblings. These days, a snow day only means a way for me to get caught up on homework and 
waste hours talking to friends on Facebook. As I get older I am beginning to learn that time is becom-
ing a rare commodity. It now strikes me that it is important to make every snow day count--like it did 
when we were young. And this year, there has been a little too much of this good thing. 
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Mr. Brochin: Behind the Vest
BY Whetnay Moore

Have you ever met someone who was a well-paid lawyer, climbed in the Himalayan Mountains when he 
was  25, and traveled to almost thirty countries all in one lifetime? If you haven’t, meet Mr. Brochin. 
 You have probably seen this 5’5 teacher around the halls with his 20-pocket photo vest and North 
Face khakis. Mr. Brochin is also known for his great stories (and dreadful jokes). He once shared this story 
of how, driving through Bridgeport, he witnessed a woman being brutally attacked in the street by her 
boyfriend, or, more likely, her pimp. Mr. Brochin, being the person that he is, rescued her, escaping with 
her in his car, and, to keep her away from her attacker, drove her to New Haven and paid for her to stay in 
a downtown hotel, said goodbye and never saw her again. This is just one of the miraculous stories he has 
to tell. He is truly a great person at heart and anyone that has had him as a teacher would agree.
 If there is one thing that I want this article to do, it’s to tell Mr. Brochin that he is greatly appreci-
ated. He has been the newspaper advisor for five years and I have the honor to be the first person to write 
about him. If there is one quote that Mr. Brochin is famous for saying, it would be, “Opinion is cheap, de-
scription is deep.” The accomplishments of Mr. Brochin are endless--I have barely scratched the surface. 
So the next time you see a short guy with a photo vest in the hallway, ask to hear a blonde joke!

All Of Me
BY Stephanie Arroyo

Over the course of my life I have faced a lot of challenges. I was born 
with Cerebral Palsy*. This means that I have to use a walker to get 
around. I do my work and stay out of trouble and I try my best every 
day. I never let my disability get in the way of learning. I sometimes 
feel angry, but I have to deal with it. I try to make the best out of my 
disability. People assume that I’m mentally impaired and it really hurts 
my feelings. It gets hard sometimes--I have self-esteem issues, and I get 
depressed. However, I believe that suffering makes you stronger. No 
one wants to be my friend because they think I’m mentally impaired 
and wouldn’t want to be seen with me. To them I’m just that “retarded 
girl.” I don’t have friends, but I make myself believe it’s better this way. 
I already have enough issues, I don’t need any more.
    I’m normal mentally, just not physically. I want to be accepted as I 
am, just like any other 15-year-old girl (though my physical disability 
makes me interesting). Being different isn’t so hard all of the time, but 
occasionally I don’t know what to do with myself and I feel alone. No 
one knows what I’m going through. I believe no one will ever under-
stand what it feels like to be left out so much. 
    People stare at me everywhere I go. Sometimes I feel like an alien. 

Most people feel bad for me. I don’t blame them because they don’t understand cerebral palsy and don’t see that I am just like them, only with a physical 
handicap. I guess I would feel bad for me, too. All of this can be too much to handle for a 15-year-old girl, but I try as best I can. I hold my head down 
as I walk. People can be really mean and say cruel things that offend me, but I ignore it and pretend I don’t hear them. I live in my own world most of 
the time. I know and understand that there are people ten times worse off than me, I know that I complain too much and should be grateful that I have a 
normal brain, but no one should be like this.

I have learned a lot about people and my own abilities from my experience as a disabled person. I have numerous hopes and dreams. I hope that one day 
I will walk--that would be a dream come true for me. I hope to be normal. I want to play soccer, run, and be able to do anything in this world. I have a 
dream to experience life as a normal person without physical judgement.  

I hope that God listens to my prayers and heals me. Everyone deserves to be happy. Please remember next time you see someone in a wheelchair or using 
a walker, don’t make uneducated assumptions about people with disabilities before you get to know them.
*What is cerebral palsy?
Cerebral palsy is a very different and complex condition, which ranges from very mild to severe.  No two people being diagnosed with cerebral palsy are 
affected in precisely the same way.
Cerebral palsy does not have a clear-cut single cause; it is not a specific condition – unlike Down’s Syndrome for example, which is an identifiable chro-
mosomal disorder.
In cerebral palsy the brain impairment does not get worse or improve.  However, the effects on the body may become more (or less) obvious as time goes 
by. Cerebral palsy, therefore, is a general term for a wide range of non-progressive or non changing cerebral (brain) disorders, which result in some sort 
of movement impairment and which become apparent during early childhood.
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A Look Back on 2010
BY Sophie Dillon

    Between the earthquakes, eruptions, rise of the Tea Party, and reign of Justin Beiber, 2010 has 
been one for the history books, and probably a year many of us are glad to be over with. Here’s a 
look back at some of the landmarks that concluded the decade: 
JANUARY
12- Haiti Earthquake, 7.0
27-JD Salinger dies
FEBRUARY
9- Lil Wayne formally sentenced to prison
12-28 –Winter Olympics in Vancouver, Canada
MARCH
17- The loudspeaker in New Jersey Wal-Mart announces “Attention Wal-Mart customers: All black 
people leave the store now”.
17-Protests in Thailand continue, with supporters throwing their own blood outside the house of 
Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva.
19-Pope Benedict XVI signs his letter to Irish Catholics, sent as his first official documented re-
sponse to the issue of child sex abuse and due to be published by the Vatican on Saturday and read 
at Sunday Mass.
APRIL
6- Toyota pays US $16.374 million for defective parts
20- 3 months since the BP Oil Disaster
MAY
3- The volcano Eyjafjallajökull (no, it’s not a typo, it’s Icelandic) continues to erupt, shutting down 
airlines and causing mass confusion, disruption, and annoyance.
20- Scientists create the first synthetic genome
JUNE
2- Clark’s Dairy on Whitney Ave. closes
6- Lady Gaga accepts VMA in meat dress
11- July 11 –FIFA World Cup held in South Africa, won by Spain
JULY
16- Justin Bieber’s “Baby” becomes #1 most watched Youtube video of all time
25- Wikileaks first leaks American intelligence about the War on Afghanistan
26- First Full Face Transplant completed successfully
AUGUST
10- Swine Flu Epidemic Ends (finally)
31- Iraq War Ends (finally)
SEPTEMBER
1- T.I. and wife arrested for illegal drug possession
OCTOBER
8- Nicki Minaj first artist to have 7 songs on Billboard Hot 100 at the same time
13- Chilean Miners Rescued
30- Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear in Washington, D.C.
NOVEMBER
2- Senatorial elections (Blumenthal prevails!)
8- Stephen Hayes gets death penalty for the Cheshire Murders
16- Mark Zuckerberg named Time’s Person of the Year
17- Prince William and Kate Middleton officially engaged
29- Ireland’s economy gets bailed out
DECEMBER
16- Last episode of “Larry King Live”
18- Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Repealed
31-“The Oprah Winfrey Show” ends

POD Saturday Ses-
sions: Are They 
Helpful?
BY Allen Hossin

Project Opening Doors: a mission to get more 
students involved in and acing the AP exams. 
This is something most kids here at Cross are 
all too familiar with. Here at Cross, most juniors 
take at least one AP class. It earns you college 
credit and increases your chances of getting into 
the college of your choice, especially if you get 
a 3 or higher. The POD Saturday sessions are 
supposed to increase that chance, but do they 
truly help, or are they just a waste of a good Sat-
urday that could’ve been spent sleeping?
 First, you have to show up at Cross at 
7:00 a.m., if not earlier. After the bus ride, there 
is breakfast--an assortment of bagels, nutrition 
bars, water, juice, and fruit. After that there are 
four sessions. For example, AP Calculus might 
have “Implicit Differentiation” or AP Chemistry 
might have “Equilibrium.” Each session lasts 
for about an hour. In the middle, lunch is served 
with pizza, sandwiches, or vegetarian options 
like salad. After the sessions are over, prizes 
are given away like gift cards and iPods. By the 
time you leave, everyone around you is yawn-
ing and ready to go home, having just spent six 
hours on one subject.
 Having been to POD sessions this year 
and last year in all three subjects, I really do find 
them helpful. Having someone different go over 
something you didn’t understand truly helps. 
Most of the teachers explain it in a fun way and 
have a lot of jokes so it’s not too boring. The 
handouts and practice are also really helpful. I 
know I will refer back to them when I’m study-
ing for my AP exams.
 Dedicated students all around Connect-
icut also come to these Saturday sessions just 
like I do. Liz Case, a senior here at Cross, de-
scribes her experience: “I’ve been to a bunch of 
the POD sessions and have always found them 
helpful. All of the teachers at them give great 
test taking tips, and are really good at helping 
students understand the material.” Aidian Field, 
also a senior, says they are helpful if you focus 
on the topic and go into a subject you need help 
with or need to strengthen your skills in. Like 
these students, I completely agree. The POD 
sessions are an asset to the students that go to 
them.

So there’s our verdict: POD sessions are worth 
it. Without a doubt, they do help! 
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A Few Days in the Life of Wilbur Cross High School
BY Darnesha Austin-Taylor, Joohye Jung and Beatriz Molina

When you hear the name, “Wilbur Cross High School,” what comes to mind? The large dropout rate, the infamous fight stories, the number of pregnan-
cies, or the fact that we’re tier 3 on the school reform list. It’s easy to say there are problems. Which brings us to the essential question: what is so great 
about public education?    
 Walking down to the first floor A-wing and passing a hefty number of students waiting for the city bus, we enter the Wilbur Cross Main Office. 
Inside were secretaries on phones, adults signing their children out, and others waiting for service. So we posed the question to our new school Princi-
pal, Mrs. Moore. Her answer? “Oh, it’s wonderful!” she exclaimed excitedly, “it gives people an equal opportunity to achieve their goals…not everyone 
can afford private school.” So, we ask it a different way, and leave it to you to answer; what’s right with Wilbur Cross?
PHOTOGRAPHY
The student is taking a photo of his guitar in the small dark-
room. The room is quiet and serious. I could only hear the 
camera’s shutter. 
 “Now we are learning about a shutter speed, and 
aperture.” Ms. Vaiuso tells us that they only use film cam-
eras, and, because they are using film, the students don’t 
waste any shots. I can feel the photographer’s passion for 
this class. 
 Ms. Vaiuso’s photo class is very cool. She has all 
of the students figuring out how to use the camera in the 
darkroom. Students bring in something they love and try to 
decorate and then photograph it. It was pretty cool how this 
kid took pictures of his black electric guitar decorated with 
melted candles, crumbled paper, and some yellow-looking 
flowers. 
WOODSHOP
“I love to teach the students what they don’t know,” Mr. Lom-
bard says. Mr. Lombard teaches Woodshop. The room is enor-
mous, walking in we can see tons of huge machines. Mr. Lom-
bard tells us what the machines do, and how to use them. He 
also shows us the work the students have made. The students 
say that Mr. Lombard always talks to them and tells jokes. They 
say he is a great teacher, and we can feel the students really like 
Mr. Lombard.
LIFE SKILLS
The Life Skills class is for students who need more help than 
others. The students learn math, history, science, and just as the 
name says, life skills, such as cleaning, clothing, and shopping. 
They go to elective courses like art and music classes. When it is 
time to leave school, they prepare to take a bus home. Teachers 
help the students get dressed for dismissal. 

    This small class of students is very pretty. The students are well 
behaved, charming and nice. Some of them don’t notice that we are 
taking pictures. One student, although confined to a wheelchair, 
seems to enjoy every little thing around him. When we take pic-
tures he is filled with joy, and flashes his amazing smile.

ART CLASS
Ms. C loves art. She says it is easy for her. Even from a young age 
her favorite subject in school was always art. Now it is her favorite 
subject to teach. What she did most was sculpture.
 “I love teaching in New Haven,” she says with a bright 
smile on her face (as always). She used to teach at Lee High 
School, until it closed. Ms. Cofrancesco is a fantastic teacher. 
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The King’s Speech: A Crowd-Pleaser for the Com-
moners
BY Shoshana Lovett-Graff

From the first scene, where Prince Albert (Colin Firth) 
heartbreakingly delivers a  stammered, broken speech 
to a crowd of thousands, The King’s Speech draws 
its 21st-century audience into the 1920s and 30s with 
a well-drawn plot, steady pacing, and sympathetic 
characters. The film centers on the stuttering, intro-
verted Prince Albert and his relationship with uncon-
ventional speech therapist Lionel Logue (Geoffrey 
Rush). Prince Albert is bullied by his stern father, 
King George V (Michael Gambon) and lives in the 
shadow of his self-centered, older brother David (Guy 
Pearce). But when his brother is forced to abdicate the 
throne, Prince Albert, now King George VI, support-
ed by his wife, Elizabeth I (Helena Bonham Carter), 
must come out of his shell to lead the people of Eng-
land into World War II. 
 The film, a definite Oscar contender, provides 
honest performances, from Geoffrey Rush’s portrayal 
of a common man whose manner, even toward the 
Duke of York, is as relaxed as his living room is plain, 
to the loving but steely wife of the future played by 
Carter. 
 Colin Firth has the most difficult challenge, but 
he graces the screen with poise and courage, and a 

spot-on stutter, which brought back personal memories of a childhood friend who struggled, as Prince 
Albert does here, to spit out what he wanted to say. 
 Although the performances were great, other aspects of the film deserve praise. First, as 
historical docudrama, The King’s Speech captures the feel of the times from the elegant and well-
designed costumes worn by the royal family to the precise furnishings and layout of the rooms in 
which most of the film’s action takes place. The main room belonging to the Logue family, for ex-
ample, features little more than some simple wallpaper and a trademark sofa on and next to which the 
sometimes funny and sometimes emotional speech therapy is conducted. 
 The skillfully written screenplay also should be mentioned, especially the way it keeps the 
audience’s attention despite the minimal amount of action in the film. This is made up for with sharp 
dialogue and genuine emotional conflicts that anyone can relate to—from family dynamics to new 
found responsibility. The King’s Speech is an enjoyable movie that is suitable for nearly any audience 
above the age of eleven, and its R rating for the rough language is ridiculous, to say the least, and 
should be ignored so a wider range of audience members can enjoy this film. 

Fourteen Romantic 
Movies 
BY Proclamation Staff

It’s past Valentine’s Day, but it’s never too late 
for a little romance. Snuggle up with the one 
you love, enjoy the last of the Valentine’s Day 
candy, and watch some of these classic love sto-
ries:
14. Clueless: Jane Austen’s Emma meets a 90’s 
chick flick.
13. Shakespeare in Love: A historical romance 
starring the Bard himself.
12. Say Anything: That famous boom-box mo-
ment. 
11. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind: A 
sci-fi tinged romance.
10. Juno: A quirky couple falls in love while 
dealing with teen pregnancy.
9. Dirty Dancing: Two people from totally 
different backgrounds connect on and off the 
dance floor.
8. Brokeback Mountain: Two cowboys find 
each other after facing hardships in their current 
relationships.
7. Slumdog Millionaire: Tragic events tear two 
soul mates apart, and they must use the lessons 
they have learned to find each other again. 
6. Casablanca: “Here’s looking at you kid.” 
5. Chocolat: Johnny Depp and Chocolate. 
4. The Notebook: A young couple keeps loyal 
to each other even after years of separation.
3. Pride and Prejudice:  A classic book comes 
to life with Kira Knightly as a witty, sarcastic 
woman who is too stubborn to realize that she is 
head over heels in love. 
2. Roman Holiday: When a journalist (Gregory 
Peck) spots a famous European princess (Au-
drey Hepburn) escaping from her caretakers, he 
befriends her to write a story, but as she leads 
him on a chase through Rome, he starts to re-
evaluate his feelings.
1. Titanic: The classic tragic love story. How 
could we leave this one off the list?
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Black Swan Takes 
Flight
BY Allen Hossin

    Black Swan is one of the greatest movies I 
have ever seen. This film 
by Darren Aronofsky is 
like The Shawshank Re-
demption good, like The 
Godfather good! It is not 
a surprise that it won a 
Golden Globe and got 
nominated for many posi-
tions (4 wins and 21 nom-
inations to be specific). It 
was also nominated for 
5 Oscars, including Best 
Picture, and Best Actress for Natalie Portman.
    For those of you who haven’t watched it yet 
(what are you doing still reading this, go to the 
theater NOW), Black Swan is about Nina, a bal-
let dancer who just landed the important role of 
“Swan Queen” in her company’s rendition of 
The Swan Lake. She needs to be the white swan, 
the nice and delicate good side, and the black 
swan, the evil and manipulating evil side. Nina 
has the white swan down with her delicate and 
shy demeanor, but she struggles intently on the 
black swan, since evil is something she can’t do 
in her dance steps. At home, she is being suf-
focated by her mother who blames her for end-
ing her career given that she became pregnant 
before her big break. At the company, the di-
rector is a man known for seducing and giving 
parts to his actors for sex. Nina is inexperienced 
with these advances and doesn’t know what to 
do when he starts treating her cruelly due to be-
ing denied by her. Also, Lily, a new girl in the 
company shows a lot of promise and seems to fit 
the black swan perfectly. All these factors make 
Nina go crazy, literally. She starts hallucinating 
and becomes overly paranoid. She starts believ-
ing that Lily is out to get her part and that her life 
is being threatened.As Nina gets more and more 
crazy, the more she fits the part she has always 
wanted. All her problems climax into the huge 
moment and what she does in the end, which I 
won’t give away.What I really loved about this 
movie was the psychological twist to it. I love 
psychological thrillers and this movie really did 
it well. Everything was so unexpected and you 
truly didn’t know what was coming next. No 
part was boring and no part made you think that 
this was a normal movie. The extent to which 
Nina goes to reach perfection in both her parts 
is astounding. The movie isn’t scary; it’s more 
like goose-bump raising. These qualities and the 
unique plot made every second interesting.  

Raising Victor Vargas
BY Beatriz Molina

Los cuatro estan sentados en la sala escuchando 
“al nene preferido de abuela” tocar el piano. Al 
nene le estaban bajando gotas de agua por la es-
palada porque acababa de bañarse. Tenía puesta 
una toalla blanca de su cintura hacia abajo. La 
abuela y “los peleones” estaban sentados en los 
muebles sin nada q decirse el uno al otro. Mien-
tras q la abuelita se estaba disfrutando la melo-
dia del piano.
 Víctor Vargas es uno de “los peleones” 
en la casa con su hermana pequeña Vicky. Siem-
pre estaban discutiendo en la casa. Como cuando 
ella y su amigo Harold lo vieron fuera de la ven-
tana de una “gorda”. Vicky le quería decir a todo 
el barrio q su hermano estaba con la “gorda”. 
Cuando Víctor fue a donde ella a suplicarle q. 
No lo hiciera ya ella estaba llamando a su amiga 
por teléfono. Víctor no quería q su reputación 
de “el mas coqueto de el barrio” fuera destruida 
con la noticia q su hermana les iva a dar a todos. 
Víctor era un joven bien coqueto con toda mujer 
linda q le pasaba por su vista. Era bien orgul-
loso y por eso le decías “el papi chulo”. Siempre 
estaba chupándose los labios por que así era que 
el atraía a las mujeres cuando estaban hablan-
do con él. En la piscina cerca del barrio donde 
vivía, vio a una mujer muy bella. Se le acerco a 
ella para hablarle pero con miedo a lo q ella le 
iba a decir. Empezó  a embabusarla con sus pa-
labras para poder conocerse en algún momento 
y su amiga le dijo q ella tenía novio. Cuando 
vuelve a tratar de preguntarle por su “amistad” 
ella le dijo lo mismo q su amiga y lo cogió por 
un brazo y lo llevo a ver su reflejo en la pagua de 
la piscina. “ Ves eso?” Judy le dice a Víctor, “si 
lo veo” dice  Víctor.” tú crees q eso es un regalo 
para una mujer de parte de dios?” le dice Judy 
con una triste mirada deseando q ese reflejo y 
persona fuera de verdad el regala de dios hacia 
ella. Judy trataba de evitarse q todo hombre q 
venia donde ella diciéndoles q tenia novio. Ella 
es una muchacha muy linda. No le gusta q los 
hombres estén encima de ella y por eso ella tiene 
un pacto con su amiga de no caer en ninguna 
tentación de cualquier hombre. 

Ella llego al caso de q no pudo aguantar ese di-
cho entre su amiga y ella q termino enamorán-
dose de Víctor.                            
 Al igual q Víctor de ella. Judy pensaba 
q Víctor era igual q todos los hombres q le piro-
piaban cada vez q caminaba por las calles. Se 
llevo al caso q Víctor llevo a Judy a conocer a 
su familia. Ya el había llevado a Judy a su casa 
pero la quiso llevar otra vez porque no quería q 
pensara q era un coqueto q solo quería acostarse 
con ella. Ella no quiso ir pero después apareció 
en su casa. Se sentaron todos en el comedor a 
comer. Mientras q su abuela le estaba haciendo 
preguntas de Judy a Víctor y Judy. La abuela de 
Víctor era bien estricta. No los dejaba usar el 
teléfono por que “ las emergencias solo pasan 
cuando yo esté en la casa” ella les dijo cuando 
supo q Víctor y Vicky estaban peleando por el 
teléfono y por eso no importaba q ella les qui-
tara el teléfono mientras ella no estaba en la casa 
porque para ella no les iba a pasar nada a ellos. 
Ella no le gustaba q niño (su nieto preferido) es-
tuviese hablando con su hermano Víctor por que 
ella sabia q él le iba a enseñar “cosas malas”. 
Llevo al caso de tanta desconfianza q le tenía a 
Víctor q lo llevo a la policía para q lo arrestaran. 
Pero no lo izo porque si no la podían meter presa 
a ella. Ella siempre estaba a cargo de ellos tres 
y por eso no quería q tuvieran problemas entre 
ellos y menos con niño.
 Esta familia siempre tenían problemas 
por tonterías q pasaban entre ellos. Ellos vivían 
en un barrio pobre. Eran hispanos la mayoría 
de los q vivían en este barrio. Nunca hubo una 
buena comunicación entre ellos. Siempre esta-
ban discutiendo porque a Carlos no se le podían 
ensenar cosas malas. Entre Vicky y Víctor siem-
pre había un pared q no los dejaba hablar como 
hermanos. Parecían perros y gatos”. 
 Para Víctor era una imprudente. Cu-
ando Judy y el llegaron a conocerse bien por el 
hermano de Judy siempre había desconfianza de 
parte de Judy hacia Víctor. El hermano llego a 
un acuerdo de q si él lo introducía a su hermana 
el Víctor lo iba a introducir. Su hermana Vicky. 
Cuando llegaron a conocerse Vicky y Carlos a 
Vicky no le gustaban los nenes y por eso no trato 
bien a Carlos. Pero su abuela no la dejaba q el 
entrara a la casa porque no dejaba a nadie ex-
traño entrar a la casa.  (Continued on Next Page)



The Proclamation 18 March 2011

Advice, Etc.

Raising Victor Vargas
BY Stephen Hannon

In a tiny Lower East Side apartment, there is a family that is similar to yours and mine, but also 
unreal. This isn’t your typical “love at first sight” fairy tale. There is no knight in shining armor, or 
sexy vampires; this is love at its grittiest. Any kid in an inner city school can relate to Victor Vargas. 
He thinks he’s a player. His body language and attitude show that he believes he can get any girl he 
wants, at any time he wants. We all know that kid. Judy is the girl that every guy in the neighborhood 
hits on. 
 Victor’s grandma, who was born in the Dominican Republic, is very old fashioned and hys-
terical in her earnest protectiveness. Victor’s sister Vicki seems a special rivalry with him. Grandma 
cannot bear to see her grandchildren grow up and treats boyfriends as major offenses. 
 Victor matures during the film, and love makes him more open about his feelings. Instead of 
just wanting to date Judy just for the sake of saying he did, he starts to actually want the relationship 
to work. In one scene he invites Judy over to dinner and Grandma starts an argument. Judy accuses 
him of using her to impress his family, and Victor says “That’s part of the reason, but mostly the 
reason was.....because I wanted you to meet my crazy moms ...and my bitchy sister, and my little 
brother. I wanted you to see me down to my chancletas...Why? Because that’s me.”

               (Victor Vargas Continued)
 Para la abuela de Víctor se que ha sido 
muy difícil criar a estos tres niños. Al principio 
q ellos llegaron al barrio donde viven todo iba 
bien entre su familia. Llego al caso de q mien-
tras los niños empezaron a conocer el barrio las 
cosas se estaban descontrolan entre ellos. Víc-
tor como ya mencionado “el papi chulo” del 
barrio siempre estaba tratando de meterse con 
cualquier mujer. Hasta q un día Harold estaba 
llamando a Víctor desde afuera. Víctor salió por 
la ventana q Harold no se esperaba. Salió por la 
ventana de una muchacha subida de peso q no 
era una mujer muy bien reputada en el barrio. 
Al parecer Víctor no quería q nadie se enterara 
pero su hermana había salido por la ventana de 
la casa de ellos. Ella se lo conto a todo el bar-
rio. De toda esta buena actuación he aprendido 
q aunque hayan peles entre las familias todo se 
resuelve después de q uno aprende de los errores 
q ha cometido en su pasado.
            Aunque haya problemas todo se puede 
resolver si son paciente y saben mantener con 
calma. Como mismo le paso a la familia Vargas. 
En el amor siempre hay problemas. Por eso uno 
tiene q evitarse las tentaciones como a Víctor le 
paso con la “gorda” para q no se le dañara su 
reputación. Y por arreglar sus problemas con 
otros pudo llevar a cabo una buena relación con 
Judy aunque no fue muy fácil conquistar el amor 
de Judy. Por esto he aprendido a mantenerse más 
lejos de las tentaciones y tener cuidado en las 
situaciones q pasan en el mundo.

Le recomiendo mucho esta película a todo joven 
q está empezando a vivir. Está llena de amor y 
de problemas q lo pueden hacer reflexionar en 
sus vidas. Como mismo le paso a Víctor con su 
familia y Judy q tuvieron q ir por serios prob-
lemas para q Víctor dejara de hacerse parecer 
como el “papi chulo” del barrio. Esta película 
tiene muchos buenos actores q acaban de em-
pezar a trabajar. Es muy entretenida también la 
película. Cuando la vean se la van a disfrutar.

Ms. Understood
Dear Ms. Understood,

First and foremost, I have a crush on this boy in my class. I am nothing if not forward, so I got his 
number from his friend. I started texting him, and then calling him. I never revealed my name to 
him whenever I texted him and I talked with a different voice whenever I called. At first, he was 
curious about who I was, but now he seems to be ignoring my texts and calls. I am desperate and I 
really want him to ask me out, but I don’t know what to do right now. Please help!

Sincerely, 
Ms. Desperate

Dear Ms. Desperate,

     That is super-accurate. You are extremely desperate and a little bit psychotic. The fact that you 
started texting him and calling without asking him for his number is super-creepy. And it gets worse 
that you used a different voice each time. He probably thinks that you are a psychotic stalker, which 
is why he blocked your number.
     DO NOT ASK HIM OUT!! He will realize that it is you who is calling, (if his friend has not 
already told him) and will avoid you, and I don’t blame him. You completely ruined any chances 
you had with him, so you should just get over your little crush and get a life.
     Some helpful suggestions:
     Work on your self-confidence. Because you didn’t admit who you were at the beginning, you 
clearly did not have the self-confidence to admit it to his face. It’s really pathetic that you went to 
the lengths of getting his phone number but couldn’t talk to him.
     Make friends. If you had friends, they would have convinced you not to do this.
     And remember that not every relationship is meant to be. One day you will meet someone, and if 
you act normal, they might like you too.

Happy Valentines Day!
Ms. Understood
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Green Bay Returns 
to Promised Land 
Behind Rodgers
BY Matt Jackson
The Green Bay Packers and The Pittsburgh 
Steelers faced off in Super Bowl 45. Both 
teams were ranked in the top five defenses 
in their conferences. They say defense wins 
games, and that proved to be true on this 
day. With two interceptions and a forced 
fumble, the Packers took the Lombardi 
trophy back home. Aaron Rogers, only a 
two year starter, led the Packers offense to 
over 325 yards. With two straight losses 
and the loss of their starting quarter back 
Aaron Rogers, the Packers season didn’t 
look hopeful.  The Packers found a way to 
get hot when the playoffs started. Sixth 
seeded, they knocked off the Eagles, Bears 
and number 1 seed Falcons. This is the 
first time in NFL history that a number 6 
seed has won the Super Bowl.  The Steel-
ers came into the Super Bowl with the 
defensive player of the year and the 2nd 
ranked defense in the NFL, but they could 
not slow down Aaron Rogers.  The Steelers 
have won two super bowls in the last five 
years, so they hoped experience would pay 
off; it didn’t. The Steelers went into half-
time down by 11 points due to mistakes by 
the offense. They tried to rally in the fourth 
quarter but it was too late. Aaron Rogers 
received the MVP award. Rogers was the 
24th pick in the draft coming out of the 
University of California.  This  Super Bowl 
was the most watched super bowl history, 
topping off Super Bowl 44. The five most-
watched events in U.S. TV history are now 
“M-A-S-H,” seen by just fewer than 106 
million people on Feb. 28, 1983, and the 
last four Super Bowls. 

Truth Lies Under the 
Trends
BY Camila DeChalus

 In my latest venture to New York City, 
one of the major fashion capitols and home to 
more than eight million people, I hit the streets 
of Manhattan. Observant to everything around 
me, I took in the deep aroma of bustling traf-
fic and the smell of strangers pressed together, 
moving in the same direction. It was so over-
whelming I just stood there as hundreds of peo-
ple passed me by. It became clear to me the same 
outfit was being worn on different people.
  I guess it wouldn’t have been so obvi-
ous to me seeing this somewhere else, but in the 
city the expectations are different. This was the 
moment when my view on fashion changed and 
my epiphany occurred: we spend so much time 
following the trend that we don’t see the bigger 
picture it is presenting. We buy, consume, and 
buy some more. It all just ends up adding to our 
collection of last month’s trend. Here’s an exam-
ple from my personal experience: I have a pair 
of acid wash jeans from freshman year I thought 
I would die for. I thought I was going to wear 
them all the time, because everyone else was...
now it’s my junior year and they’re so deep in my 
closet I think they are probably covered in cob-
webs. Lesson learned. Buy something that you 
know you will wear all the time, even when the 
seasons change and the trend is already forgot-
ten. Lets face it, every month the trends change, 
every month we are trying to crack the code to 
the next biggest fashion trend. Three months 
ago you might have found yourself picking out 
army jackets and cropped trench coats for the 
fall season, but now you’re searching frantically 
for yarn sweaters and layers of tops to pile on to 
finally pull off the, “being warm is finally cool” 
trend sported in H&M magazine. 
For those who are trying to break this repetitive 
cycle of looking like everyone else and are un-
sure of what their personal style truly is, what 
you need is inspiration! Magazines such as Teen 
Vogue, Elle, and Seventeen can be one way to 
find inspiration by picking out clothing pieces 
and styles you like. An admirable fashion icon, 
Rihanna, quotes, “The thrill in fashion for me 
is taking a risk and daring myself to make it 
work.” Even when I go shopping, I always buy 
something twisted and I know I’m going to have 
to figure out some way to pull it off and make 
it my own.” So next time you’re in the store 
finding pieces you think best suit your personal-
ity and take you out of your comfort zone, buy 
them. Also, think twice before you make an irra-
tional decision. Remember: do not settle for just 
anything, you always have options.
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